April 2008

Special points of
interest:

e Augsburg Academy
was founded in 2005

e The Academy is
named after the city
of Augsburg, Ger-
many, where Martin
Luther faced the
Imperial Diet
(parliament) and
declared “Here |
stand” when asked
to repudiate his

writings.

e The Academy has
grown from one
class of 3 students

to serving students
from age 4 through

4th grade this year
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Augsburg Academy

A Year of Change and Opportunity

The 2007-2008 school year has
been an interesting and exciting
one for Augsburg. We opened
the year with our largest enroll-
ment yet, offering classes for
Kindergarten-4 (pre-
kindergarten), Kindergarten,
first, second, and fourth grades.

We also welcomed several new
faculty members to assist us
with our growing school. Jill Lee
joined us as our kindergarten
teacher. Carli Rossow teaches
our fourth grade as well as help-
ing out with the K-4 reading and
math and music for all grades.
Dianne Blank, grandmother of
two of our new students, comes
in twice-weekly for art class.

In November 2007, the congre-
gational council at Abiding Pres-
ence Lutheran Church, our
original sponsoring body, an-
nounced that Augsburg would
not be sponsored by the school
as of January 1, 2008. This re-
quired us to obtain a new spon-
soring church, from which grew

Preparing for a class, Augsburg
teachers use many available re-
sources.

Augsburg Evangelical Church,
an independent, non-denomin-
ational church in the Lutheran
tradition. The change in spon-
sorship was completed in De-
cember 2007.

One of the effects of the change
was the change in our school’s

rental agreement. The owners of
the church building in which we

met, a Seventh-Day Adventist
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congregation, desired to raise
our rent from $1200 per month
to almost $8000 per month.
This was impossible for us to ac-
cept, and we began efforts to
find a new home.

Even with the economic slow-
down and its affect on the real
estate market, prospects were
not good in finding a new home
until board member Dave
Murray received an email from
Clai Carr, president of Top Shelf
Development and operator of
The Gardens Ice House, gra-
ciously offered us space for the
Academy.

Over Presidents’ Day Weekend,
the staff packed everything
which had not already been
placed in storage and, with the
hearty assistance of Jason’s Mov-
ing (1708 Whitehead Road,
Gwynn Oak, MD 21207), and
some helpful parents, we were
able to get everything moved
and reconfigured while only los-
ing one day of school.

Losing My Marbles—Can You Help?

Pastor Art Hebbeler, STS
Head of Schools

On my desk at home (I am using
the student hockey players’ study
hall at The Gardens as my “office’
for school), | have a jar filled with
60 marbles. | expect to lose every
one of them, but | do need your
help.

You see, those 60 marbles repre-
sent the sixty applications that we
have set as our goal for the 2008-

09 Academy year. We know that
situations happen that every stu-
dent who applies does not enroll,
so in order to assure at least 30
students for the next year, we
need sixty applications. Every time
we get an application, | throw out
one of the marbles from the jar.
When I've lost all my marbles,
we’ve met our goal for the year.

| need your help “losing my mar-
bles.” If you know of a family with
children age 4 through 7th grade,

tell them about Augsburg, and
more importantly, tell me. Let
the family know that you will give
me contact information, and | will
follow up with the family and pro-
vide a complete information pack-
age. You can call me (410-804-
6020) or send me an email
(pastor@augsburgacademy.net)
with the information. In any case,
it’s important that we work to-
gether so that your friendly pastor
and headmaster can “lose his mar-
bles” as we grow!
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One of the many students
at Augsburg, Brianna is
one of our “founding” stu-
dents from the 2005-06

school year

“We are called by the
Holy Spirit to be the
best teachers we can
be...and students are
called to be the best
students they can

be »

Augsburg faculty and stu-
dents are led by the Holy
Spirit in their vocations—
God-given callings as chil-
dren of God.

Adages from Augsburg

Year of Change, Opportunity (continued from page |)

(Continued from page I)

Now that we are settled, the
hard work of recruitment for
2008-09 begins, as well as our
opportunity to work with Clai
Carr and his team as well as the
various county and Maryland-
National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission officials to
create a permanent place for the

school here on Old Gunpowder
Road.

We have developed a vision
document, which is changing
even as this newsletter is pre-
pared, to help steer us in our ef-
forts. When the Academy was
founded in 2005, we planned to
have just three grades operating
this year—Kindergarten, first,
and second. However, we now

have five grades, and in the fall
will have eight grades in place.
Thanks to the support and assis-
tance of a growing number of
friends, the reality of Augsburg
Academy being a full-service K-
12 program is quickly becoming
a reality. Our opportunity at
hand is to continue our growth
and get the first dedicated facili-
ties in place as quickly as possi-
ble.

News Alert — Park and Planning Opposes Development Plan

As we were preparing this newsletter, we learned that our initial proposal to the Maryland-National

Capital Park and Planning Commission and County Councilman Tom Dernoga has been opposed by

the MNCPPC staff. That proposal was to build a stand-alone school facility with a ggmnasium, and to

permit MNCPPC use of the gymnasium when it was not being used by the Academy. Additionally, the

proposed construction was designed to withstand Category 5 hurricanes, and include a Food Services

building with its own power generation capability in case of a natural or man-made disaster affecting

our community, all of which were to be available to the county in such an emergency. We are working

on alternative strategies, and will keep you, our dear friends and supporters, informed.

What Kind of School Are We?

Augsburg Academy is part of a
tradition that dates back over
1,000 years. As a parochial, or
church-sponsored, school, we
are taking our place in that tra-
dition of educating young men
and women in the liberal arts
and sciences, as well as prepar-
ing them to serve and lead the
world in the years to come.

By design, we are a Christian
school. As such, Christian values
and Biblical understanding are
at the core of our very being. We
have been called by the power
of the Holy Spirit to be the best
teachers and leaders God has
made us to be, just as the chil-
dren have been called by that
same Holy Spirit to be the best
students God has made them to
be. We are certainly “on a mis-
sion from God.”

At the same time, Augsburg'’s
religious education program
does not replace, nor does it
desire to compete with, the reli-
gious education our children
receive at home or in their
home congregations. Our reli-

gious education program is de-
signed to teach children—
especially through middle
school—the basics of the Chris-
tian faith. That is, we want chil-
dren to know the common Bible
stories and organization of the
Bible, traditional Christian texts
(the Apostles’ and Nicene
Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, the
Ten Commandments, the 23rd
Psalm), traditional and contem-
porary Christian hymns and
songs, and, of course, prayers.
Our religious education pro-
gram is structured on these ba-
sics because children need to
learn their faith in age-
appropriate manners as well as
family-specific needs. By provid-
ing a core from which to build,
we assist parents, Sunday School
teachers, and pastors in the reli-
gious education specific to each
child’s situation. More impor-
tantly, children in these grades
are still “concrete” learners, and
aren't ready for the “abstract”
thinking necessary for a true
understanding of theological

issues.

This is a long explanation of our
position on religious education,
but we have learned over our
first three years that the greatest
“concern” of parents when
evaluating Augsburg Academy
has been the nature and focus of
the religious education compo-
nent. As we say in our introduc-
tory materials, the first priority
of Augsburg Academy is to live
out our calling to provide the
best possible education for our
students, then the best possible
athletic programs and physical
development for our students,
and finally, the best possible
moral, social, cultural, and spiri-
tual development.

“What kind of school is Augs-
burg?” Well, what kind of
school are you seeking?
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A Quick History of Augsburg Academy

Many of you reading this newsletter
are just becoming familiar with Augs-
burg Academy. So, in an effort to
help you understand the road we
have followed to get where we are
today, we offer this first installment in

the History of Augsburg. —Editor
The Start of Augsburg Academy

In 2002, while gathered around
a conference table with mem-
bers of the Christian Education
committee at Abiding Presence
Lutheran Church, the post-
meeting conversation turned to
the education of children. One
of the women present was con-
cerned about the options she
would have to provide for a
high-quality, safe, and morally-
sound education for her chil-
dren, especially once they
reached high school. While
there were many private and
parochial schools serving the K-
8 students, there was no option
for high school within the Lu-
theran tradition, and the op-
tions which otherwise were pre-
sent were very expensive, highly
competitive, too far away, or a
combination of all three.

“What's to stop us from explor-
ing starting a Lutheran high
school?” Well, money seemed to
be the biggest reason. We
thought we would need at least
$10 million, and probably
much more, to purchase enough
land, build the building, pay the
staff, and cover the bills until
the school was large enough to
pay its own way—if it ever did.
At that time, there wasn't

enough faith in the concept to
move forward, but as with any-
thing, the Holy Spirit has a way
of working in mysterious and
wonderful ways.

In 2004, Prince George’'s County
Public Schools began to con-
sider school realignment actions
in our region (The new Laurel-
Beltsville elementary school was
still just a dream at that time).
One of the proposed changes
was to convert Beltsville Ele-
mentary School to a middle
school, and do so by moving
the kindergarten classes out in
August 2006 and the remaining
grades the following school year.
This created a great deal of con-
cern in our community, and it
became obvious to us that a
need for a local kindergarten,
and later elementary school, was
emerging. A proposal was de-
veloped to open the Augsburg
Academy at Abiding Presence
Lutheran Church in phases,
starting with kindergarten and
then adding one, or perhaps two,
grades a year. We could accom-
modate up to 70 students at
APLG, so the need to find a sat-
ellite location or to build a
stand-alone facility elsewhere
was always in the back of our
minds.

With approval of the congrega-
tion, the Academy was set to
open in August 2005. We ini-
tially began a search for a princi-
pal, but in the process came to
believe that (a) we had a good
team with the two pastors and
(b) candidates who sought the
position did not have the skills

necessary or the desire to build a
new school from scratch. We
then moved forward to find an
administrative and teaching
assistant and a classroom
teacher for kindergarten. The
associate pastor would serve as
principal, and the senior pastor
would provide oversight and
serve as chaplain and religious
education instructor. When the
PGCPS finally decided to leave
Beltsville Elementary as it was,
the community push for alterna-
tives were reduced, and we be-
gan Augsburg’s first year with
1/3 the projected student body.

The first quarter was eventful, to
say the least. First, the teaching
assistant discovered she was
pregnant, and was having a dif-
ficult pregnancy and had to re-
sign. Then, the kindergarten
teacher resigned suddenly for
personal reasons (we later
learned that she, too, was preg-
nant), and the associate pastor
asked to be relieved of his Acad-
emy duties so that he might
return to a part-time status with
the church. The senior pastor
then stepped in to the day-to-
day operation of the Academy,
even taking a week as kindergar-
ten teacher while searching for a
replacement. The good news is
that these changes did not nega-
tively impact the students, and
the results of standardized test-
ing in the spring showed that all
the students were at or above
grade level in all areas of our
program.

...To be continued in our next edition

Why Parents Choose Augsburg

Recently, a new family visited
the Academy for a morning, and
then came in to drop off appli-
cations and ask a few questions
they had about the coming year.
It was an opportunity for us to
learn a bit more about why par-
ents choose Augsburg.

For this particular family, one of
the big reasons for choosing
Augsburg was the fact that we
had a plan in place to grow

through the high school years.
With so few options for a qual-
ity private or parochial high
school experience, being a part
of Augsburg, even as a new pro-
gram, was a distinct benefit.

For another family, the ability to
work in a positive manner with
the school to ensure their child
would not be penalized for be-
ing a competitive figure skater
was seen as a benefit of being an

Augsburg student. Additionally,
there was the convenience of
going to school where the stu-
dent trained.

Above all, the reason for choos-
ing Augsburg is the top-notch
educational experience, coupled
with our desire to bring out the
God-given abilities of the stu-
dents in a safe, Christian envi-
ronment.
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The original Augsburg
Academy logo. The Pem-
broke Welsh Corgi is
“Lord Theodore,
Archbishop of Catonsville”
and is one of Pastor Heb-
beler’s four Corgis. The
caption on the logo will
soon change to read
“Laurel” instead of
“Beltsville” to reflect our
new home

“Augsburg Academy
started as a way to fill
a perceived
community need. It

grows as the need

grows.”

Parents are important
partners in the Augsburg
family. Here, Brian and
Roselynn Falby, parents of
two Augsburg students,
chat with Debbie Hebbeler
at an Academy Sunday
coffee hour.



Excellence in Education — Learning for Life
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Augsburg Academy
Mailing Address Line
13800 Old Gunpowder Rd

Laurel MD 20707 Mailing Address Line
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Mailing Address Line

MAIL:

P.O. Box 140

Beltsville MD 20704-0140
Phone: 240-783-0283
Fax: 240-783-0283

E-mail: info@augsburgacademy.net

We’re on the web!

AugsburgAcademy.net

The lamp, a traditional symbol
of education, also reminds of us
the parable of the 10 maidens,
and especially of the wise maid-
ens who kept their wicks
trimmed awaiting the coming
of the Bridegroom. Teaching
our students about the works of
God as told in the Holy Bible is
part of our core curriculum.

Theological Reflection on Education

One of the greatest responsi-
bilities we have as Christian
parents is the upbringing of
our children, preparing
them for leadership in the
world. In a common baptis-
mal rite of the Lutheran
church, parents of infants
and small children are asked,
prior to the baptism itself, if
they promise to bring the
child up in a Christian
home, teach the child the
Ten Commandments, Lord’s
Prayer, and Apostles’ Creed,
bring the child to worship
regularly, and as the child
grows older, place in the
child’s hands the Holy Bible
and see to the child’s in-
struction in the Christian
faith.

All too often, these promises

made by parents are quickly
forgotten, until the child
reaches confirmation age,
and then there is the plea to
the pastor to teach the child
everything he or she should
have learned in the previous
twelve years. It is a tough
experience for all concerned.

For Martin Luther, educa-
tion was one of the most
important things parents
and leaders could provide
for children. In fact, when
the Roman Catholic church
closed many of the schools
in the territories of the
Evangelical churches, it was
Luther himself who wrote to
the princes and nobility
demanding the rulers pro-
vide for the education of
boys and girls as a function

of the state if the church
failed to provide that educa-
tion.

Today, as we move further
into the 21st century, we
find the issue of education
again at the forefront of
public conversation. Unfor-
tunately, it is more of a con-
versation of how the educa-
tional system can maintain
its old ways, and not how it
can provide for the educa-
tion of our children and
prepare them for leadership.

Many churches have not
been involved in the educa-
tion of our youth. We at
Augsburg thank you for
your partnership with us in
serving those little ones
whom Christ himself wel-
comed.



